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Weights of some Zambian birds 


by R. J. DOWSETT 
Received 5th March, 1965 


There are few published data on the weights of African birds, and the 
only previous records from Zambia (Northern Rhodesia) appear to be 
those of White (1948), who gives 81 weights of 40 species from the Mwini- 
lunga district. 
The present paper gives 480 weights of 56 species (the majority not 
included in White's data) collected from various parts of Zambia between 
1962 and 1964. Weights have been taken with (a) a set of spring balances 
(by A. J. Tree or myself) and (b) a set of scales (by Tree). Both balances 
and scales are considered to be equally accurate, and there is unlikely to 
be any bias in the taking of weights by two different observers. I am grateful 
to Tree for making available weights obtained by himself. 
Nomenclature follows Benson and White (1957). All weights and 
averages are given to the nearest 0.5 grms. 
ad. — adult imm. — immature juv. — juvenile 
M. — Male F.  -—Cemale Ave.— Average 

Months and localities are mentioned only where considered relevant to 

weight. 

Ixobrychus minutus (2) 2 ad. M, 95.5-114.5 Ave. 105.0 grms. 

Gyps bengalensis (1) 1 ad. 5,488. 

Neophron monachus (1) 1 ad. 2,270. 

Accipiter ovampensis (1) 1 ad. M. 239.5. 

Charadrius pecuarius (97) June: 1 ad. 37.5. Oct.: 96 ad. and juv. 25.0- 
43.5. Ave. 32.0 (All from Kafue Flats) 

C. tricollaris (7) 26.0-37.0. Ave. 31.0. 

Gallinago nigripennis (1) 1 imm. 133.0. 

Calidris ferruginea (16) Oct.: 13, 43.0-60.0. Ave. 53.0 (All Kafue Flats). 
April: 3, 38.0-48.5 Ave. 42.0 (All Northern Province). 

C. minuta (46) Sept.: 2, 19.0-21.0. Ave. 20.0. Oct.: 32, 17.0-26.0. Ave. 
21.0. April: 12, 16.0-23.0. Ave. 19.0. 

Philomachus pugnax (7) 1 F. Oct.: 92.0. 6 F. April: 72.0-99.0. Ave. 83.5. 

Tringa hypoleucos (13) Aug.: 4, 39.5-45.5. Ave. 42.0. Sept.: 4, 38.0- 
47.0. Ave. 42.5. Oct.: 4, 46.0—53.0. Ave. 49.5. Jan.: 1, 41.0. 

T. stagnatilis (2) Oct.: 2, 66.0—78.0. Ave. 72.0. 

T. glareola (23) Aug.-Oct.: 8, 48.5-61.0. Ave. 56.5. Jan.: 3, 51.0-53.0. 
Ave. 52.0. April: 12, 51.0-65.0. Ave. 58.0. 
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Rostratula benghalensis (1) 1 ad. M. 104.0. 
Chlidonias leucoptera (1) 1 Oct. 56.0. 
Chrysococcyx cupreus (1) 1 ad. F. 31.0. 

C. caprius (1) 1 ad. 30.5. 

Ceryle rudis (2) 2 M. 74.0-77.0. Ave. 75.5. 

Alcedo cristata (3) 3 ad. 16.5-19.5. Ave. 17.5. 
Ceyx picta (2) Oct.: 1, 12.0. March: 1, 13.0. 
Halcyon albiventris (1) 52.0. 

Merops pusillus (3) 3 ad. 12.5-14.5. Ave. 14.0. 

M. bulocki (1) 1 ad. 31.0. 

Caprimulgus pectoralis (1) 1, 51.0. 

C. fossii (3) 3, 44.0-64.0. Ave. 53.0. 

Macrodipteryx vexillarius (1) 1 imm. F. April 52.0. 
Chaetura boehmi (1) 1 ad. 20.5. 

Campethera bennettii (1) 1 ad. M. 69.0. 

Motacilla aguimp (55) 23.0-30.5. Ave. 27.0. 
Anthus similis (1) 1 imm. 25.5. 

A. novaeseelandiae (1) 20.5. 

A. leucophrys (2) 2 ad. both weighed 26.0. 
Terpsiphone viridis (2) Feb.: 1, 12.5. Oct.: 1 ad. M. 13.5. 
Turdus libonyanus (3) 51.0—56.0. Ave. 54.0. 

T. litsipsirupa (1) 1 ad. 70.5. 

Oenanthe pileata (2) June: 1 ad. M. 32.5. Dec.: 1 juv. 24.0. 
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Saxicola torquata (6) 2 ad. M. 15.0-16.5. Ave. 16.0: 4 ad. F. 15.0-17.5. 


Ave. 16.0. 
Cichladusa arquata (8) 31.0-37.0. Ave. 34.0. 
Luscinia luscinia (2) Jan.: 1, 20.5. March: 1, 28.0. 
Sylvia communis (2) Dec.: 2 imm. 14.5 and 15. 
S. borin (3) Jan./Feb.: 19.0-24.0. Ave. 21.0. 


0. 
Acrocephalus arundinaceus (6) Dec.-Feb.: 6, 27.0-34.5. Ave. 
1.0. 


A. palustris (3) Jan.: 3 imm. 10.0-11.5. Ave. 1 
A. schoenobaenus (1) April 1 ad. 11.0. 
Hirundo rustica (105). 


Imm. (79) Ad. (26) 


Nov.: (32) 14.5-20.0. Ave. 17.5 (6) 18.0-19.0. Ave. 
Dec.: (39) 15.0-19.5. Ave. 17.5. (15) 17.0-21.0. Ave. 
Jan.: (8) 16.0-19.0. Ave. 17.5. (5) 16.5-19.0. Ave. 


H. dimidiata (5) 5 ad. 10.0-12.0. Ave. 11.0. 
H. smithii (9) 11.0-14.0. Ave. 12.5. 

H. senegalensis (2) 1 ad. 43.0, 1 juv. 28.5. 
H. semirufa (4) 4 ad. 28.0-34.0. Ave. 30.0. 
H. abyssinica (9) 16.0-21.0. Ave. 17.0. 

H. griseopyga (1) 1 ad. 9.0. 

Delichon urbica (1) 1 imm. Jan.: 17.5. 
Lanius cristatus (2) Jan.: 2 imm. F. weighed 28.5 each. 
Nectarinia amethystina (2) 10.0 and 10.5. 
Ploceus xanthops (1)'1:ad.* M.*50.0. 
Euplectes hordeaceus (1) 1 ad. F. 19.0. 


30.0. 


1920: 
19.0. 
1585: 
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Incidents of aggressive behavour by the Willow Warbler 
Phylloscopus trochilus (Linn.) in its winter quarters 


by C. J. VERNON 
Recelved 24th May, 1965 


The Willow Warbler is a common Palaearctic migrant to Bulawayo, 
Rhodesia, between October and March. It is a lively bird which has a habit 
of darting after other birds. During 1964 this was recorded on thirty-two 
occasions between 3rd October and 27th November. The attacks were not 
provoked; instead the Willow Warbler waited for a bird to fly off before 
darting after it. On only two occasions did the Willow Warbler harass the 
victim, each time a Canary, to the extent of causing it to stall mid-air and 
change direction. The Willow Warbler usually met with indifference, 
except on one occasion when it darted out after a Grey Tit Babbler, 
Myioparus plumbeus, only to have the latter turn on it and chase it back to 
whence it came. 

The Willow Warbler was attracted to singing or alarmed birds. A group 
of birds gathered to mob an owlet were darted at randomly by two Willow 
Warblers. A group of four Marico Flycatchers Bradornis mariquensis 
hawking insects from a tree were chased in turn by a Willow Warbler. The 
warbler would wait for a flycatcher to fly, dart out after it, return and wait 
for the next flycatcher to move. The most unusual bird chased was a Com- 
mon Sandpiper, Tringa hypoleucos: a Willow Warbler in a bush over- 
hanging a dam darted out twenty yards at the sandpiper as it flew past. 

This behaviour appears not to be previously recorded for the Willow 
Warbler. The Icterine Warbler, Hippolais icterina was noticed to behave in 
a like manner on one occasion. 


APPENDIX 


List of species attacked by Willow Warbler. 
(a) Larger birds: 


Common Sandpiper, Tringa hypoleucos, 1. 

Layard’s Bulbul, Pycnonotus barbatus, 3. 

Spotted Flycatcher, Muscicapa striata, 2. 

Marico Flycatcher, Bradornis mariquensis, |. 
Bushveld Grass Warbler, Cisticola chiniana, 5. 
Rufous-chested Swallow, Hirundo semirufa, 1. 
Plum-coloured Starling, Cinnyricinclus leucogaster, 1. 
Yellow Bishop bird, Euplectes capensis, 1. 
Black-throated Canary, Serinus atrogularis, 4. 
Golden-breasted bunting, Emberiza flaviventris, 1. 


(b) The same size as a Willow Warbler, or smaller: 


Grey Tit Babbler, Myioparus plumbeus, 1. 

Willow Warbler, Phylloscopus trochilus, 3. 

Grey-backed Bush Warbler, Camaroptera brevicaudata, 1. 
Tawny-flanked Prinia, Prinia subflava, 1. 

Double-collared Sunbird, Nectarinia chalybea, 2. 

Marico Sunbird, Nectarinia mariquensis, 4. 


